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HSC BRIEFING 17 July 1957

THE SITUATION IN THE GULK OF AGABA

The question of Israell use of the Gulf of Agaba poses geriocus

problems for Ki

ng Saud, who has deep personal feelinge on the

subject and who hes slzc been put under considersble pressure

by Nasser and by members of hie own entourage to take @ firm

stand on the lssue.

A. The Seudi srgument that the gulf of Aqeba is & closed

B,

Ge

nireb mes! has been consistently supported by other

Arab states, including Jorden and Irage

The King crdered the guspension of pilgrim traffic
t&;rough the Gulf on the grounds of the security threat
posed by the presence of Isrseli forces, including
small werships, &t Ellate

Nesser mey use the situation as 2 means of foreving
Ssud into & position in which he must publicly make

a cholce between the Arsb cause &nd his friendship
with the US.

1. The issue already seems %o heve impeded UB-Bauvdd

negotiations on the terme of US grant aid for the %
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Dapmam port and improvement of favilitdes at Dhebren

airport.

2, It may be used by Hasser in abtempting to split Saud
from King Hussein and from Irsg.

The Isrzelis have not changed their contention &8 to the inter-

netional character of the waterwsy and have been usping it since

the Sinal osmpalgn last December.

I1I.

The possibility of direct military moves, such as mining the
Straits of Tirsn or an attempt to Block passage with Egypt's
three newly scquired submarines and other naval craft, cammot

be excluded,
-2-.
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A, It is more likely thet Saud will first gonvens & confer
ence of Moslem states or use other political procedures
a5 & means of protecting sccess to the Holy places of

Islam.

1, A conference of this type might proclaim the exietance
of & "plockede”, a situation which could involve US

and other Western interests.

2, In addition to the mubmarines, Egypt hes &estroyaré :
and other surfsve craft as well as IL-28 bombers,
and has pecently announced it will trensfer to Saudi
Arvebis British-built jet fighter planes.

3. Actusl interference with shipping bound to or from
Eilat might bring sbout Israeli forceful action -

designed to keep the waterway open.

IV, In telks with Azzam Pashe, Saud's special yeprementative, the
US expressed ita interest in seeing peace and trangquility
preserved in the Culf and on 12 July suggested in an alde
nemoire thats

A, Saudi Arabis consider taking the question of the Gulf's
legel status to the International Courty the US would

abide by the gourtts depision.
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Be The US is prepared 1o sesk restrictions on the use
or the removal of Israsll navel and alr forces from

the Gulf,s

C. The US ims prepered to ask US ships %o svold Saudi
territorial waters and to give sdvance notice of
intent to trsnsit the Gulf.

De The US would support a UN resclution affiwming the
rights of Moslem pilgrime to undisturbed passage
through the Gulf. (Bource: secrst State cable to
Americen Embassy Jlddes No. 57, 13 July)
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